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RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
JUDGE FAYE D’OPAL 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the Honorable Faye D’Opal as she retires 
from a long and distinguished career as Marin 
County Superior Court Judge on December 
31, 2016. 

First elected as Marin Superior Court Judge 
in 2004, Judge D’Opal served in the Felony 
and Civil Departments, Family Law, Probate, 
Conservatorships and the past two years as 
Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Department. 
She also served as the court’s Assistant Pre-
siding Judge (2012–2013) and Presiding 
Judge (2014–2015) with distinction. 

Judge D’Opal’s legacy of community service 
began in rural Arkansas where she partici-
pated in the historic efforts to desegregate Lit-
tle Rock’s public schools. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree from Hendrix College in Ar-
kansas and a law degree from the New Col-
lege of California, San Francisco. She spent 
12 years in Latin America working for the 
Peace Corps, and became a public-interest at-
torney. 

Renowned for her 2013, now historic deci-
sion on the death penalty that virtually stopped 
it in the state of California, Judge D’Opal’s ca-
reer includes many additional legacies and 
positive impacts on others. From her work to 
establish a legal self-help center, to her advo-
cacy for abused women for the Legal Aid of 
Marin, and her work as trustee of the Marin 
Community Foundation, Judge D’Opal has 
used her keen intellect to improve the quality 
of life for others less fortunate by supporting 
social justice and promoting fairness and eq-
uity for all. 

In all aspects of her life, Judge D’Opal has 
acted with principles and courage. As a leader 
and role model for the LGBT community, and 
throughout her professional career and exten-
sive public service, she has set a fabulous ex-
ample for women and young girls everywhere. 
Even as she is approaching her retirement 
from the Superior Court, she has been en-
couraging more women and minorities to get 
involved in the legal system. Her positive im-
pact on our community will continue as a pro 
tem judge in juvenile law, and in her pursuit to 
eliminate domestic violence. 

Mr. Speaker, it is therefore fitting that we 
honor and thank the Honorable Faye D’Opal 
for her many good deeds, and wish her much 
enjoyment as she spends more time with her 
beloved partner, daughters and grandchildren, 
and hikes, bikes, and kayaks around the 
beautiful Northern Coast of California. 

REMEMBERING CHANCELLOR 
DEBRA SAUNDERS–WHITE 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life and legacy of Dr. 
Debra Saunders-White, Chancellor of North 
Carolina Central University. Her death at 59, 
after a valiant battle with kidney cancer, is a 
tragic loss for the university and our state. My 
wife Lisa and I extend our condolences to the 
family of Dr. Saunders-White, the North Caro-
lina Central community, and her extensive net-
work of colleagues and friends. 

Chancellor Debra Saunders-White was a 
first-generation college student, which gave 
her insight into the obstacles many students 
and families face and a passion to overcome 
them. She also understood the opportunities 
that come with higher education, especially for 
lower-income students. She was often found 
talking with students in the lunch hall or while 
walking around campus. Her warmth, the per-
sonal interest she took in students, and her 
courage in the face of adversity won the 
hearts of all who knew her. 

Dr. Saunders-White began her career as 
Assistant Provost of Technology at Hampton 
University, where she later served as Chief In-
formation Officer. In North Carolina, she first 
served at the University of North Carolina at 
Wilmington in the roles of Vice Chancellor of 
Information Technology, interim Associate Pro-
vost, and finally Chief Diversity Officer in the 
Office of Institutional Diversity. In May 2011, 
Dr. Saunders-White moved to Washington, 
D.C. to serve as Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Higher Education Programs in the Depart-
ment of Education. 

On June 1st, 2013 Debra Saunders-White 
was appointed by UNC President Tom Ross 
and welcomed as the first female chancellor of 
North Carolina Central University, one of the 
top Historically Black Universities in this coun-
try. 

During her time as chancellor, Dr. Saun-
ders-White led an era of growth for North 
Carolina Central University, cultivating a 
theme of ‘‘Eagle Excellence’’. Her legacy in-
cludes the expansion of a dual degree pro-
gram with North Carolina State University, as 
well as a collaboration with Durham Technical 
Community College to allow more students to 
transfer to NCCU. Construction of both a new 
business school and student center will begin 
next year thanks to Chancellor Saunders- 
White’s efforts. It is a tribute to her legacy that 
this year North Carolina Central University 
was recognized as ‘‘HBCU of the Year’’ by 
HBCU Digest. 

I join the North Carolina Central University 
and Durham communities in mourning the 
passing of Debra Saunders-White, who set the 
university towards an even brighter future with 
her wise stewardship and strategic vision. We 
eagerly anticipate the new student center and 
will think of her every time we walk into it. 

Chancellor Saunders-White combined pro-
fessionalism and a collaborative style in a 
unique way, and I always enjoyed working 
with her. I especially admired her courage and 
determination in continuing to provide leader-
ship throughout her battle with cancer. We join 
with her family, her many friends, and the stu-
dents, faculty, and staff of NCCU, in mourning 
her passing and honoring her exemplary life. 
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HONORING SENIOR RESIDENT SU-
PERIOR COURT JUDGE PAUL L. 
JONES ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 
RETIREMENT 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2016 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to honor Sen-
ior Resident Superior Court Judge Paul L. 
Jones. Judge Jones has been committed to 
the state of North Carolina and the people of 
Lenoir and Greene Counties through his work 
as a community based lawyer, jurist, Army Re-
servist and his commitment to nonprofit orga-
nizations. 

Judge Jones is a proud graduate of historic 
Adkin High School in Kinston, North Carolina, 
Class of 1967. He received his undergraduate 
degree from North Carolina Agricultural and 
Technical State University and his law degree 
from my alma mater, North Carolina Central 
University. Judge Jones and I were law school 
classmates in the Class of 1974. We were the 
best of friends in law school and our friendship 
has endured. 

Judge Jones work in the legal profession in-
cludes a variety of positions including his time 
serving as a staff attorney and Assistant Clerk 
of Court with the U.S. Supreme Court, a 
Judge Advocate Officer in the Army, super-
vising attorney for the North Carolina Central 
University Legal Clinic, managing attorney for 
Eastern Carolina Legal Services, and as a 
District Court Judge. When a vacancy was 
created for a Resident Superior Court judge 
position in 1999, Judge Jones was appointed 
to the Court and ran unopposed in 2000 and 
2008, a position that he is now retiring. 

While on the Superior Court bench, Judge 
Jones was an officer of the North Carolina Ju-
dicial Council and a founding member of the 
Equal Access to Justice Commission. He was 
a member of the North Carolina Judicial 
Standards Commission for a five-year term, 
which included the role of vice-chairman. In 
2001, he was elected Vice-President of the 
North Carolina Bar Association. 

Before retiring as a Colonel in the Army Re-
serves in 2000, Judge Jones served as a 
Judge Advocate with the 108th Division IT in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. While serving, 
Judge Jones was awarded the Army Com-
mendation Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, 
the National Defense Medal, and the Legion of 
Merit. 
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